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clover hay. Other substitutes, such as straw and cornstalks, are frequent but they are not as good. Too much silage should not be fed, 2 pounds daily being enough for each animal. If silage is not available, 2 or 3 pounds of turnips, sugar-beets or mangles will provide variety and succulency.
About a month before lambing time, the pregnant ewes may be given about 1 pound of grain each day. This will promote milk secretion and make the ewes stronger in preparation for the ordeal of lambing.
If goiter in the new-born lambs has been observed in previous years, the present lamb crop may be protected by supplying the ewes with iodized salt during the entire period of pregnancy. The iodized salt may be prepared at home by mixing 1 ounce of potassium iodide with 300 pounds of common stock salt. It is sometimes advocated that ewes be given more than this amount of iodine. More will not harm the animals, but the amount mentioned is sufficient to prevent goiter in the lambs.
It is essential that the bred ewes have plenty of exercise, especially during the last few weeks of pregnancy. The feed-racks may be placed at some distance from the shelter to encourage the ewes to exercise by walking to and fro to feed. If this is not practical, the hay may be scattered over a considerable area of ground, so that the animals have to do more or less walking to get their feed. Exercise is the only way to prevent bred-ewe disease or pre-lambing paralysis.
Some farmers put sheep in a class with camels in respect to their consumption of water. Ewes do not relish ice-cold or dirty water, but if a clear and reasonably warm supply is constantly at hand they will drink large quantities.
The breeding ewes should be provided with a comfortable shelter for protection from severe winter weather. The lambing shed should be well bedded with clean dry straw and kept sanitary. Clean and deep litter will do much to prevent such infections as scours and other navel diseases.